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Administration Addresses School Regarding Alarming Rate of  Ineligibility Within Class 
of  2011, Calls on Parents, Students, Community to Assist in GPA Improvement Effort

Academic Performance Divided by Race

Analysis of academic ineligibility 
among ethnic populations at RHS depicts 
consistently high rates among the African-
American and Hispanic student bodies; 
however, standardized test scores of the two 
ethnic groups have shown an increase over 
the past year. 

In order to be eligible a student must 
have a 2.0 GPA or above, with no more than 
one failing grade in the previous marking 
period. If the student fails to meet these 
requirements during a marking period, he or 
she is academically ineligible for the following 
period. Students may also be ineligible due to 
loss of credit. 

Academically ineligible students may not 
participate in extracurricular activities, such 
as school sports, nor may they attend school 
sponsored events such as the Homecoming 
Dance or beneþ t from school privileges such 
as MCPS parking permits. 

Statistics dating back to the 2004-2005 
school year shows that there is a steady trend 
of ineligibility at RHS among the Hispanic 
and African-American student populations. 
By the end of the 2005 school year 30 percent 
of freshmen (RHS graduating class of 2008) 

were ineligible. According to school records, 
44.4 percent of African-American students 
were ineligible, as were 39.3 percent of 
Hispanics. 

Continuing with the class of 2008, by 
the þ nish of the 2006 school year, only 23.7 
percent of sophomores were ineligible. 
However, African-Americans and Hispanics 
placed above the overall class average as 
39.3 percent and 39.7 percent were ineligible 
respectively. Only 5.9 percent of Asian- 
American students and 14.1 percent of white 
students did not meet the requirements for 
academic eligibility. 

Throughout the 2006-2007 academic year 
African-American and Hispanic students 
showed increasing levels of ineligibility as 
the school year progressed. During the fourth 
marking period of 2007, 64 percent of African- 
American students were ineligible, while the 
class average for that same marking period 
was only 35.3 percent. 

òIt is important that we dig down to these 
[Hispanic and African-American] students,ó 
said Principal Dr. Debra Munk. òThey are 
individual kids with individual problems, 
and many come from different backgrounds 
and experiences. But I know for a fact [that 
the high rate of ineligibility] is not a matter of 
intelligence.ó

Other high rates of ineligibility are evident 

among students in the MCPS Free and 
Reduced Meals System. Students who apply 
are eligible for the program only under speciþ c 
criterion, namely insufþ cient household 
income. Other students who are eligible 
for the program include those who may be 
homeless or are dependent on food stamps. 

During the third marking period of the 
current school year, 43.1 percent of RHS 
students on the subsidized price program 
were academically ineligible, 14 percent 
higher than the overall school average.

òI have a high regard for a lot of our 
students. There are so many social factors that 
some of our kids are dealing with that they 
might not be doing so well academically, but 
they are surviving,ó said Dr. Munk. òSome kids 
have situations where itõs a wonder they get 
up in the morning and come to schooléWith 
all that some of them go through, itõs hard to 
say, ôOh you should be getting straight As.ó  

In contrast with their consistently high 
rates of ineligibility African-Americans and 
Hispanics have shown improvements on 
standardized test scores such has the High 
School Assessments. In 2006 35.2 percent 
of African-Americans passed the Reading 
assessment. In 2007, that passing percentage 
improved to 72.5 percent. Hispanics improved 
in the same category from a 42.6 percent 
passing rate in 2006, to 57.5 percent in 2007. 
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New Measures 
Taken to Combat
High Ineligibility 

class did not result in noticeable improvements in freshman 
academic performance and that the teachers were not engaged in 
the course so it varied in quality and thus effectiveness. 

The Internship course for freshman students who were 
ineligible in middle school was also phased out by Dr. Munk, as it 
did not seem to be very beneþ cial for the amount of resources put 
into it. However, she plans to give it another try and possibly put it 
back into effect next year. Currently in place, as of last year, is the 
Cyber Caf® afterschool academic support and tutoring program for 
at-risk freshmen. New to RHS this year is the Educorps Program, 
in which upperclassmen work in freshman classes as tutors and 
mentors to assist their peers.

òI think itõs important for upperclassmen to be positive 
examples for the underclassmen and show them that academics 
and their education are very important and are going to affect their 
future,ó said National Honor Society ofþ cer senior Randall Bailey.

Almost every year the freshman ineligibility rate proves to 
surpass that of other grades, possibly because many freshmen 
have difþ culties with the transition and increased workload of 
high school. Another factor that should be taken into account, 
however, is the fact that most students who fail ninth grade do 
not graduate high school, and so the students with the worst 
academic performances will typically drop out before they become 
upperclassmen. 

 òI open the paper and þ nd my kids who dropped out and 
have been arrestedébecause their options are so limited, they get 
desperate and fall in with the bad people and end up in jail,ó said 
Dr. Munk.

In less extreme cases, however, ineligible students overall 
take a toll on the school community, as many students have 
talents and abilities that could help build the school environment, 
whether on an athletic þ eld, on stage or behind the scenes. In such 
a small school, every student counts and it is detrimental when 
students are not even able to participate because of poor academic 
performance. 

Ineligibility, in short, is more than just academics and a 
number assigned to studentsõ academic performanceñit can 
affect the entire school community and in the long-term these 
studentsõ futures. òMy hope is that we are going to see that 
constant improvement as we get more kids to see the importance 
of academics and that they are going to compete in a global society 
and they have to prepare for that,ó said Dr. Munk.
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Students did not hesitate to voice 
their opinions following Principal Dr. 
Debra Munkõs Feb. 18 announcement 
regarding the alarmingly high rate of 
ineligibility among this yearõs freshman 
class.

Dr. Munk announced to the student 
body that nearly 40 percent of the 
freshman class was ineligible for the 
third quarter as of the second quarter 
report card distribution. Sophomores, 
juniors and seniors all seemed to agree 
that drastic measures need to be taken 
to address the issue. Their opinions 
regarding the causes of the high 
ineligibility rate and possible solutions, 
however, differed drastically. 

Freshman Anna Damone said, 
ò[Freshmen] are truly trying to bring 
up their grades, but they canõt help it if 
they just donõt understand the material 
they are being taught.ó Several other 
freshmen responded in a similar manner, 
calling on the administration and 
faculty to make more of an effort to curb 
ineligibility.

Many sophomores, juniors and 
seniors concurred with the freshmen, 
citing academic rigor and difþ cult 
courseloads as reasons behind 
ineligibility. Junior Sophie Reynolds 
said, òI think freshmen ineligibility 
is solely because of the freshmen just 
being pushed too far academically.ó 
Others noted the newly implemented 
Pre-IB program and administrationõs 
push to take honors and AP classes as 
the underlying causes for the shocking 
rate of freshman ineligibility.

Although Dr. Munk called on the 
Rockville staff, students and community 
to help reduce the overall rate of 
ineligibility, several students, including 
some freshmen, entirely blamed the 
freshmen for bringing the ineligibility 
on themselves. Freshman Brittany 
Goldstein said, òI think itõs pretty 
humiliating that almost 40 percent of 
the freshmen...are ineligible...Teachers 
are doing everything they can...but I 
see no effort being put back from the 
students.ó

Class representatives and ofþ cers 
are working to pinpoint a solution to the 
problem, including possible incentives 
for remaining eligible.

Students Voice 
Opinions About 
Ineligibility Rates

INELIGIBILITY, continued from A1

Students Speak Out
“It’s embarrassing for the whole school 
to know that the freshman class is 
[nearly] 40 percent ineligible. [The class 
offi cers] are trying to [pinpoint] a resolu-
tion--more [incentives], maybe, [to ac-
company] eligibility.”

--Gabby Blassou, Class of 2011 president

“It doesn’t surprise me, especially con-
sidering their history at [Earle B. Wood 
Middle School]. I hope that [the rest of 
the school] doesn’t get punished because 
of their ineligibility.”

--Adrienne Lane, sophomore

“Maybe [the freshmen] are just getting 
used to [high school], but that’s no excuse 
for them to be [ineligible]. We made it 
through, so why shouldn’t they be able 
to?”

--Kirsten Robb-McGrath, junior

“It’s unbelievable that [the freshmen] 
are just starting out and they already can’t 
manage to keep their grades up. I don’t 
understand why they would want to start 
their high school careers out this way.”

--Devan King, senior

Parents Speak Out
“I think [freshmen] should just go home 
and follow up on the work that they do 
everyday [in school].”

--Maxine Patel, freshman parent

“I think that [the ineligibility rate] is 
inexcusable. The fact that 40 percent of 
the freshman class has below [a 2.0 GPA] 
should send out a strong warning to the 
educators in our area.”

--Kerry Levin, sophomore parent

“It’s ridiculous [that so many freshman 
are ineligible]. Something needs to be 
done.”

--Jamie Thrasher, junior parent

“It is absolutely ridiculous that nearly 
half of the freshman class is ineligible. 
The school really needs to take drastic 
measures, but not to the extent that the 
students will feel suffocated because that 
can be a bad thing.”

--Eun Yoon, senior parent

Third Quarter 
Ineligibility at RHS

(As of second quarter report cards)
 

~43.7 percent of  RHS African-
American students were ineli-
gible 
~16.7 percent of  RHS American 
Indian students were ineligible
~10.8 percent of  RHS Asian stu-
dents were ineligible
~40.8 percent of  RHS Hispanic 
students were ineligible.
~21.5 percent of  RHS white stu-
dents were ineligible.

Caitlin Smith--The Rampage


